The Worcester Tradition of “Slewing”

All posted on 26th Aug 2009
My recollection of the "slewing schedule" was that we did it at break-times in the school day (weather permitting on the upper deck, on the
Main deck in wet weather), and again after classes, probably at least three times a day.
I also recollect that we slewed clockwise (when viewed from above) when the Starboard Watch had won the Port/Starboard Boat Race, and
the other way around if Port should be the winner, as of the moment the race was won. I seem to remember also that in my time on board
from 1949-51, we spent most of our time slewing clockwise, the Starboard Watch being naturally superior to Port.
It was not unusual for best friends to slew arm-in-arm, or large groups to do the same, sweeping all before them until stopped by someone
in authority, however in this day of "PC" and conforming to stereotypes, I wonder if linking arms would be viewed askance?
Patrick R.M.Toomey. OW 1949-51 Fore Starboard.
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I can recall the first slew on the upper
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I'm with Patrick on this one, any spare(?) time cadets
went either onto the upper deck or in bad weather and
started to "SLEW", clockwise or counter-clockwise depending on when Port or Starboard had won the boat
race! It was the general meeting place of your mates.
I can still hear the shuffle/rumbling noise some 250 cadets made as they walked, and walked, slewing around
the deck.
Tony Maskell

I remember slewing as being mostly in the evenings
around supper time/slinging hammocks. I am pleased to
report that we continued the clockwise slew from summer 55 to summer 58 for the reason stated.
Alasdair McCullock.

