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Extract from: 

“The Thames Nautical Training College H.M.S. Worcester” 

 by Captain W.A. Morgan.  

Published 1929 

 
Visit by Count Togo, O.M. , (O.W.) to the Worcester, 29

th
 June 1911 

 

Address given by Count Togo to the Cadets:- 

 

“Dear Boys, 

 

  I am one of the old boys of the Worcester, who learned to be sailors more 

than thirty years ago on this very ship as you are doing now. To-day I am so much pleased 

to meet you on board our beloved ship.  Your cheerful and vigorous appearances make me 

firmly believe in your bright future.  Indeed I am doubly pleased for that,  I wish you all the 

possible successes.”  

  
           Admiral Count Togo 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



Extract from: 

 The History of the “Worcester” 

By Frederick H. Stafford, O.B.E., A.I.N.A. 

Published 1929 
 

 
Copy of a letter, received by the Worcester Committee, from Admiral Togo 

following the death of Admiral Lindsey Brine, a former member of the Committee. 

 

 

 

“       Naval General Staff Department 

       Tokyo 

       13
th

 February 1906 

 

Sir, 

 

 I beg to acknowledge receipt of your favour of December 29
th

, asking me to 

pay a visit to the “Worcester” and make the presentation on the occasion of the 

Prize-giving next July.  Nothing would give me greater pleasure than to be able to to 

do so on board the very ship in which I received my early training and for which I 

ever cherish many agreeable recollections. 

 I cannot, however, say anything as yet with regard to the visit to your 

country, since nothing is definitely settled so far, and I hope you will not include me 

in the arrangements when you draw up the programme for this year, at all events. 

 I take this opportunity to tender my thanks for your congratulations and good 

wishes, and with my best compliments, 

 

       I have the honour to remain, Sir, 

       Your Ecelleny’s obedient Servant, 

       “Heihachiro Togo 

 

 

His Excellency, Sir Thomas Sutherland, G.C.M.G., LL.D.” 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Extract from: 

 The History of the “Worcester” 

By Frederick H. Stafford, O.B.E., A.I.N.A. 

Published 1929 
 

 

 

 

    SOME DISTINGUISED “OLD WORCESTERS” 
 

 “…….It was in 1873 that Heihachiro Togo, from Japan, entered his name in the 

register of the “Worcester”. His former school was given as the Royal Naval Academy, 

Gosport.  Young Togo was nearly sixteen when he came to the Training Ship in the 

Thames; he left at the end of the following year, 1874.  During his career as a cadet the 

young Japanese secured excellent reports for his school work and other activities. In mid-

summer of his last year he obtained Honourable Mention for Seamanship Third Section.  

When he bade good-bye to the ship it was to sail as midshipman in the “Hampshire” in 

February, 1875. 

 In the “Worcester” during his first few months of training, young Togo had to 

undergo no little chaff from his messmates.  His name amused the cadets, and they play-

fully turned it into “One-go-Two-gothtee-go”. The short, strongly built little Japanese had 

to fight hard to achieve popularity as a foreigner amongst British boys, but his alert mind 

and is physical abilities, together with his unfailing good humour, carried him through.   

  

 On his return to his own country Togo’s career in the Japanese Navy was marked by 

rapid promotion.  A Samurai of the great Satsuma clan that had supplied officers and men 

to the navy for generations past, he had sailor blood in his veins.  He received his captain’s 

commission in 1894, when the war with China broke out, and distinguished himself on 

several engagements. Before the conclusion of the war, in 1895, he was appointed a vice-

admiral. In 1904 the Russo-Japanese war broke out, and Admiral Togo was now given 

command of the Japanese fleet. What he achieved in this historic struggle for supremacy 

against the Russians will long be remembered. He successfully bombarded Port Arthur, 

pursued and destroyed the enemy fleet, and finally destroyed Rozhdestvensky’s fleet at the 

battle of Tsushima in the Sea of Japan, in May, 1905. 

 Admiral Togo received the Order of Merit from the hands of Prince Arthur of 

Connaught in February, 1906, and a year later was created a Count by the Emperor of 

Japan.” 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

STATUETTE OF ADMIRAL, COUNT TOGO 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Bronze (?) statuette of Admiral Count Heihachiro Togo, O.M. presented to the 

Thames Nautical Training College, H.M.S. “Worcester” and now in the ownership 

of the National Maritime Museum, Greenwich, London, England. 
 

 

The statuette measures approximately 415 x 170 x 140mm 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

THE GUN 
 

 
1917 

 

Japanese Naval Gun presented to H.M.S. “Worcester” and mounted on the starboard 

aft side of the upper deck of the second H.M.S. “Worcester”. Possibly removed in 

the late 1930s when the upper deck began to collapse under the weight of the gun. 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Gun Drill taking place in 1935. 



Extracts From: 

 The  “Worcester” College Magazine 

 “The Dog Watch” 
Michaelmas Term 1932 

 

The Presentation of Admiral Togo’s Flag 

 

 

 
 

 
On Wednesday, October 13

th
, a memorable event, forming one of the milestones of the 

Worcester’s fine and successful history took place in the form of the presentation to the 

Ship of the flag flown by Count Togo as an Admiral of the Fleet in the Imperial Japanese 

Navy. The presentation was made by Captain S. Takasu, I.J.N., the Japanese Naval Attaché 

to the Court of St. James, on behalf of Admiral Count Togo and was made on the 

Worcester  under happy circumstances.  The day was a glorious, sunny, autumn one, quite 

in harmony with the occasion and to the assembled company Captain Takasu addressed the 

following remarks: 

 

 “I would like to say how happy I am to have the opportunity of visiting the 

Worcester and how greatly I appreciate the honour of deputising for such a distinguished 

Japanese Admiral in presenting his flag to the ship, of which he retains the happiest of 

memories.  In making this presentation, I am sure you would wish me to say a few words 

about Admiral of the Fleet, Count Togo, but as I wish to make my speech as brief as 

possible, and as no doubt you are already well acquainted with his wonderful achievements 

in naval affairs, I shall deal with only one in particular of his many outstanding qualities – 

namely, his character.    

 

 Commencing at the bottom of the ladder, he was able to rise to the very highest 

positions through the honesty of his character and the strength of his personality.  An 

earnest student and keen worker; ever considerate and thoughtful for others; a loyal officer 

and a staunch friend; never daunted by difficulties nor boastful in success – the 



embodiment of the true Japanese spirit – Admiral Togo was able to bring out the best of 

those who served with or under him.  Receiving part of his early training here,  I cannot do 

better than to stress to you all the great importance of developing character, without which 

no success in no sphere of life is possible.  Recalling the fame attained by so many Old 

Boys of this ship, there is no doubt the Worcester realises this, and it has every reason to be 

proud of his work. 

 

 “I feel it will not be out of place for me to refer to the similarity which exists 

between England and Japan – both island empires and both imbued with the love of the sea.  

It is, therefore, only natural that friendly relations should exist between the two countries; 

and, speaking for Japan, I can affirm with all sincerity that we desire nothing better than 

that these relations should not only continue but that the ties of friendship should be 

strengthened. 

 

 “I am happy to have the honour of meeting here to-day one of your former Captains 

and a contemporary of Admiral Togo – Sir David Wilson-Barker – his presence adds a 

special interest to this occasion.  I now formally present to you the flag of Admiral of the 

Fleet, Count Togo, who requests me to say that he is happy to be able to make this 

presentation and to wish his old ship, the Worcester, every prosperity and a continuation of 

it’s wonderful success.” 

 

 The flag with it’s rising sun standing boldly out against the white of its background, 

was received by Chief Cadet Captain P.C. Saunders and its presentation to him with the 

Admiral’s salute, sounded by the ship’s drums and bugles. 

 

 In his reply to Captain Takasu, the Captain-Superintendent, Commander G.C. 

Steele, V.C., R.N., said:- 

 

 “Officers and Cadets, Captain Takasu has, in a most inspiring speech, told you 

something of the character of Admiral Togo. We are proud and honoured by the close 

interest and personal contact the Grand Old Man of Japan has taken in the Worcester during 

the long years that have elapsed since he was a Cadet on her.  By a happy coincidence to-

morrow is his 85
th

 birthday.  We send our greetings and our wishes for his continued good 

health and many more years of happiness.  These will be conveyed to him by Captain 

Takasu.  Many of you Cadets will visit Japan.  I did so on my first voyage at sea.  Japan is 

the island empire of the East as we are the island empire of the West, and as Captain 

Takasu has told you, we have much in common.  Every Englishman who visits likes it.  To-

day she is passing through a very difficult time; international jealousies beset her path.  She 

has our sympathy and good wishes. 

 

 I will conclude by thanking Captain Takasu for his kindness in coming down to the 

Worcester to-day, and for the honour he has done us in presenting the flag of Admiral 

Togo.  We are very proud of it and will remember this day.” 

 

 The proceedings were then terminated by Commander Steele calling for three 

cheers and these were given with true Worcester heartiness. 

 



 Admiral Togo of the Fleet, Count Hehatchi Togo, has had a wonderful career, and 

has, perhaps more than any one man, played a unique part in the shaping of the destiny of 

Japan as an empire.  Born on October 14
th

, 1847, at Kagoshima, he joined the Japanese 

Navy in 1863 and was in the same year present at his first engagement, with the Kwaiten.  

He came to England in 1871, joining the Worcester in 1873 and leaving her in the 

following year.  He returned to Japan in 1878.  The Sino-Japanese war found him 

commanding the cruiser Naniwa and, after distinguished service throughout the campaign, 

the victory of his country brought him a well-deserved advancement to the rank of Rear-

Admiral.  One incident of the struggle that is of interest, quite apart from its considerable 

military value, was the sinking,  on July 25th, 1894, of the troopship Kowshing by the 

Naniwa.  The former, which was owned by the Indo-China Steam Navigation Company 

and was commanded by Captain S. R. Galsworthy (O.W., 1879 – 80) and was carrying 

Chinese troops under the escort of Chinese warships when she fell in with the Japanese 

cruiser .  Wartime necessity demanded her destruction to prevent escape, and this was 

expeditiously carried out in spite of opposition.  Among the survivors rescued was Captain 

Galsworthy, and he was welcomed aboard the Naniwa  by Captain Togo personally. 

 

 The Russo-Japanese War gave Admiral Togo his supreme chance and when in May, 

1905, in command of the Japanese Fleet he sighted the Russian Squadron he hoisted the 

characteristic signal “The fate of the Empire depends upon this effort.  Let every man do 

his utmost “ and followed it up with an action that annihilated his enemy and wrote “Finis” 

to an inglorious chapter of Russian naval history.  This decisive victory gave Japan the 

command of the sea,, and with it ultimately a victorious conclusion to the bitter struggle.  

To the hero of this Eastern “Trafalgar” came honours from almost all quarters, amongst 

which were the Order of the Chrysanthemum, Order of Merit of England, ,and the Legion 

of Honour of France. 

 

 Admiral Togo came to England again in 1911 and, in spite of the claims of the 

Coronation Celebrations, found time to visit his old ship at Greenhithe.  In the troublesome 

times through which Japan had been passing the aged Admiral,  honoured and revered by 

all, still stands out as a shining example of the triumphant manner in which his beloved 

country overcame her previous trials, and points a way to yet greater glory in the future. 

 

 



Extracts From: 

 The  “Worcester” College Magazine 

 “The Dog Watch” 
Michaelmas Term 1934. 

 

 

 
 

 
Admiral C. Dreyer standing in front of  the catafalque of Fleet Admiral 

Marquis Togo 

 

 
LETTER FROM ADMIRAL SIR FREDERICK C. DREYER 

 

 

         H.M.S. Suffolk 

         At Wei Hai Wei 

         12
th

 June 1934. 

 

Dear Steele, 

  

 I know you will want to know about the presenting of the Worcester’s wreath in 

memory of the old Fleet Admiral Marquis Togo. 

 I went to his house on June 4
th

, i.e. the day before his funeral, bringing with me four 

wreaths.   One of these was from the officers and men of His Britannic Majesty’s Navy “In 

deep admiration of his services to his Emperor and Country.” 

 Another was “With profound respect to the memory of this great sea-officer from 

the Commander-in-Chief, Rear Admiral, Captains, Officers and Men of the British China 

Fleet.” 



 I also brought a wreath from Admiral of the Fleet, Earl Jellicoe, “In honoured 

memory of a splendid leader, gallant sailor and great Gentleman.” 

 You had ordered a wreath through the British Naval Attaché in Tokyo, and I felt 

that you would probably like me to present that too, so I brought it with me. 

 

 On arrival at the late Fleet Admiral’s house in Tokyo, I was invited to come in, 

which I did after removing my boots.  I entered the house, and in the presence of his family 

and relations and a considerable number of Admirals and others forming the funeral 

committee, I bowed deeply before the catafalque and made the following impromptu  

oration: 

 “Fleet Admiral Marquis Togo. I have come here on hearing that your great spirit 

Spirit has passed over – to bring you wreaths as tokens of the great respect in which we 

hold you and your achievements. 

 “One is in deep admiration from the officers and men of his Britannic Majesty’s 

Navy with whom you have had a long association, the memory of which will last with us 

for ever. 

 “Another is from myself and the Rear Admiral, Captains and Men of the British 

China Fleet. 

 “I can vouch for it that all of us have profound respect for you, of which this wreath 

is a token. 

 “Another is from Admiral of the Fleet, Earl Jellicoe, who instructed me by telegram 

to bring it and the inscription to put on it. “In honoured memory of a splendid leader, 

gallant sailor and great gentleman.” 

 “When I had the honour of being received by you in this house in October of last 

year I brought you a message of greeting and congratulation from Lord Jellicoe. 

 “I sent him your reply and a description of our meeting. 

 “He wrote to me expressing great interest and pleasure at your message and finished 

with the words:- “Togo is a great man.” 

 I also bring a wreath from the Captain, Officers and Cadets of the Training Ship 

Worcester, in which you underwent nautical training before commencing a long course of 

study at the Royal Naval College at Greenwich. 

 “They treasure the recollection of your service in the Worcester, and on hearing that 

your illustrious spirit had passed over they immediately held a service in your memory and 

said prayers for you. 

 “Fleet Admiral, in a small book in the form of a calendar which has been in my 

possession for over 30 years, I found the following quotation for the 30
th

 May, the date on 

which your great spirit pass over:- 

  “And thus this man died, leaving his death for an example 

   of a noble courage, and  memorial of virtue, not only unto 

                         young men, but unto all his nation.” 

 “Fleet Admiral Marquis Togo, it is a great honour to me to address your spirit. 

 “We in the British Navy have great admiration for your splendid service to your 

country. 

“We will never forget you.” 

  

 I then bowed again and was then presented to the elder son, to whom I expressed all 

our condolences, and after that I shook hands with all the members of the funeral 



committee, and accompanied as far as the door by Admiral H. Kato, who was Chief Shinto 

Ritualist on the funeral committee, I then withdrew. 

 

 Two days later I met Admiral Kato again and he told me that the family and the 

funeral committee had been deeply moved by my oration, as they felt that I spoke from the 

heart/. 

 

 I was relieved to hear this as I had no notice that such an oration would be required. 

  

 I enclose a photograph of the Worcester’s wreath and also of myself making the 

oration in from of the catafalque, as I know what an immense interest all in the Worcester 

take in everything to do with this great man who has passed away. 

 

       Yours sincerely 

       (Signed), Fred C. Dreyer. 


